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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Fall 2007 issue of  

Leviathan Jewish Journal!  We have 
worked all quarter to produce an 
interesting compilation of  articles and 
somehow in this have stumbled onto 
the theme of  international Jewry.  It all 
started when Tracy Spiegelman, who 
is a French Jew, wanted to write about 
Jews and France (p. 6) and expanded 
as a theme when Eric Samuels visited 
Italy this summer and learned about 
the rich Jewish history there (p.18).  
Several of  our fellow students visited 
Argentina to connect with the Jewish 
community there over the summer and 
Rachel Stern shares her experience 
(p. 14).  On a slightly more local level, 
Leviathan’s co-editor-in-chief, Shari 
Geller, visited the UJC General 
Assembly with 3,500 other Jews from 
the US and abroad (p. 26). 

We feel that many types of  Jews are 
represented and hope that you enjoy  
seeing that theme run through this 

issue.  Zach Landes decided to tackle 
the common idea that Jews run the 
media (p. 7) and Shari interviewed the 
Mizrahi Israeli band Teapacks about 
their goals to take the world by storm 
(p. 16). 

This quarter we are also saying good-
bye to a long-time staff  writer who is 
graduating and moving on to bigger 
and better things. Will Hoffman has 
written on many topics over the last few 
years and his contributions to Leviathan 
have always been informative as well 
as sometimes being controversial.  He 
used his final Leviathan article to 
honor a brilliant and inspiring woman, 
Tammi Benjamin, who is a lecturer 
here at UCSC, an advocate for Israel 
and a respected teacher of  Hebrew (p. 
8).

At this time we are also welcoming 
our new shlichah (emissary), Maritu 
Kabada, who made aliyah (moved to 
Israel) from Ethiopia at a very young 
age and is now working to teach us 

more about Israel while giving us 
opportunities to visit Israel on long and 
short term programs. 

With all of  these changes, let’s 
mention something that doesn’t, and 
hasn’t for a year now, Eric’s exploration 
of  Jewish rituals (Taking the WTF out 
of  Judaism) focuses on Jewish funerals 
and can be found on (p. 4). 

We hope that you’ll notice the variety 
of  local, national and international 
articles we have written.

We’d like to thank our staff, 
contributors, and most of  all our 
readers. 

Chanukah Sameach! 
Happy Chanukah! 

Love Always, 

Shari and Zach 

XOXO

A Love Letter from Your Editors: Shari and Zach

Ingredients:
2 cups peeled and grated potatoes
1 tablespoon grated onion
1 tablespoon grated carrot
2 tablespoons flour
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
Vegetable oil (for frying)

Place all ingredients (minus the oil) in a large bowl. Mix together.  Pour oil into a heavy-
bottomed skillet and turn heat to medium. With your hands, form the pancakes and place 
in hot oil. Fry until both sides are nicely browned. Drain on paper towels. Serve with sour 
cream and apple sauce.

Potato Latkes for Chanukah!A



�

ל

It seems that the chosen people have 
chosen some strange customs. You see 
the Chassidic (Orthodox) rabbi on 
campus and think, “What’s up with 
that long black coat and hat?”  Or 
you are watching MTV one day and 
see Reggae star Matisyahu with those 
dangly things at the bottom of  his coat 
and go “Huh?” What does that mean?”  
Do not be alarmed! That is why I am 
here. 

To quote the Jewish Book of  Why, 
“Were a Jew of  the generation of  Moses, 
Solomon, or Judah the Maccabee alive 
today, [s]he would be quite confused as 
[s]he observed our religious conduct. 
[S]He would look at the talit (prayer 
shawl) or Kippa (skullcap) that we wear 
and ask, ‘why do Jews wear them? What 
are they for?’”  

The Jew of  the “old country” would 
not understand these customs; Judaism 
has evolved since then. Some traditions 
are meant to make Jews unique. Others 
are out of  respect for G-d. In any 
case, each of  these rituals represent 
something important for being Jewish. 
After explaining the hamantaschen and 
Tefillin in last quarter’s Leviathan, I 
have decided to continue to help explain 
these strange ways of  life to every kind 
of  Goy (Yiddish for Non-Jew). 

“yay, though I walk through the valley of  
the shadow of  death I shall fear no evil, cause 
I’m the meanest son of  a bitch in the valley” 
(Slogan on a poster for sale in Playboy; June 
1972)

In the last issue of  Leviathan, I 
covered the Jewish wedding; a joyful 
occasion to say the least.  In this issue, 

I have decided to turn the opposite 
direction and discuss a more depressing 
topic (plus Halloween just passed and 
I am still feeling absolutely ghoulish!): 
Jewish funerals.  

People often wonder what the 
custom is for burying your local Jew, 
since sticking a body in the ground 
and singing “Amazing Grace” is not 
traditional for us.  Jews look at the 
funeral as a celebration of  life.  This 
not only gives a new perspective to 
the griever, but also tends to help with 
the grieving.  This past 
summer I went the 
funeral of  a close friend 
of  my father’s (and 
grandfather’s) and was 
surprised at myself. I did 
not cry, which is unlike 
me, because I cry at every 
funeral. I found myself  
grieving in my own sort 
of  way: realizing that 
with life; comes death.  Anyways, I was 
depressed for a while until I learned 
that Jerry died with a smile on his face, 
which surprised me.  We learn in life 
that death is a mysterious thing that 
should not be taken lightly.  However, if  
Jerry went with a smile, is death all that 
bad?  I won’t answer that for fear that 
this would sound like a suicide note.  

One last thing (for fear of  receiving 
hate mail): I understand death is a 
serious topic—in fact, while I was 
writing this article, I was informed that 
a friend of  mine had passed away—
and though I may crack stupid jokes 
throughout this article (many of  which 

may seem “distasteful”), I mean no 
offence to those grieving, or those who 
do not take death lightly…enjoy!

Ok, so now that I have scared you all 
with some of  my ranting philosophy on 
life; I will describe and explain some of  
the customs of  the Jewish funeral.  First, 
I would like to compare and contrast 
(mostly contrast because that that’s the 
way I roll) some of  the basic customs of  
Jewish funerals, then I will go into the 
crazy rituals that even I don’t know if  
they are kosher (sic).  

Jewish Law states 
that Jews must be 
buried in a plain pine 
box, not because we 
are cheap, but because 
our philosophy states 
that everything that 
comes from the earth, 
must return to the 
earth.  For this same 
reason, cremation and 

embalming are forbidden.  I believe 
this is where the whole tattoo taboo 
came from.  Jewish law forbids self  
mutilation, as your body must be whole 
when you die.  If  you have a tattoo, it 
is said that you are not allowed to be 
buried in a Jewish cemetery, even if  you 
did ink the word “hashem” on your 
forehead.  (For more information, on 
“Jews and Tattoos” see the spring 2007 
issue of  Leviathan).  So, because self  
mutilation is against the rules, autopsies 
are also forbidden by Jewish law.  So 
who shot J.R…we will never know.  
However, to follow along with the age 
of  laser weapons, nuclear missiles, and 

Taking the WTF out of Judaism:
Cracking the Jewish Code

By Eric Samuels

Jewish Funerals

The prayer on the 
talit as well as the 
tzitzit are removed, 

as the deceased will 
no longer need them 

for prayer (plus if 
you are like me, you 
could always use a 

souvenir).  
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Seinfeld, the Jews have lightened up 
about this.  

So, how is the body prepared?  First 
the body of  the deceased is washed 
carefully, then, is purified with water by 
emersion into a mikva or ritual bath.  
The body is then dried and 
wrapped in Tachrichim, 
which are white burial 
shrouds, usually made of  
linen (gotta stay comfy).  If  
the person wore a talit (prayer 
shall) in his/her life, they are 
buried with that as well.  The 
prayer on the talit as well as 
the tzitzit are removed, as the 
deceased will no longer need 
them for prayer (plus if  you 
are like me, you could always 
use a souvenir).  
Now that I have got your 
blood going (sic) I will proceed 
to the funeral service.  Guests 
are dressed in traditional 
funeral attire (long dress for women; 
suit and tie for men).  Some guests may 
wear something white (such as a wrist 
band) to represent life. There is no 
such thing as an “open casket funeral” 
in Judasim so don’t ask!  Jews like to 
remember the deceased as they were 
when they were alive, plus if  it were 
me, I would not want people to see me 
in all that makeup.   The service is very 
brief.  It mostly consists of  comforting 
prayers and pslams such as the Yikzor 
(memorial service), psalm 23, 90, and 
121.  The Yikzor service is comprised of  
meditation and remembrance prayers.  
Traditionally, mourners make a tear in 
their clothing.  The tear is made on the 
left, near the heart, for the parents, and 
on the right for brothers, sisters, and 
spouses.  This may seem strange for the 
Jews to be revealing, but it is a symbol 
of  the loved one that has been lost. 

Now onto the burial.  It says in the 
Torah for the body to be buried as soon 

as possible.  I guess this is what the 
coroners mean by “next day service.”  
After the body is placed in the ground, 
mourners place three shovel fulls of  dirt 
(sometimes Aretz Yisrael or “earth of  
Israel”) on the casket.  I always thought 

we do this 
to make the 
undertakers 
job easier, 
but actually, 
it is 
customary 
for Jews 
to bury 
their own 
dead.  The 
m o u r n e r s 
then place 
the shovel 

back into the dirt 
instead of  passing 
the shovel to 
another person.  
This is because 
on the day of  
a death, we are 
all equal, and 
should not pass 
things amongst 
each other, especially the anguish 
we feel on that day.  The funeral has 
ended, and though the body is buried, 
the headstone is usually not unveiled for 
one year.  This signifies the end of  the 
final mourning period and is followed 
with another Yizkor service.
After the funeral is over, the mourners 
take part in a thing called shiva.  Shiva, 
which means seven in Hebrew, is the 

first and hardest stage of  mourning.  
For one week, mourners do not shower, 
change clothes, wear jewelry, wear 
leather, or shave.  I think TMZ would 
have a field day if  Britney was a grieving 
orthodox Jew.  Although many Jews 
have lightened up towards the custom 
of  not bathing for a week, they still 
grieve during this period.  Mourners 
also cover the mirrors in their houses 
so they will not see themselves grieving 
(bloody Mary, bloody Mary, bloody 
Mary…no? still not there?)  A lunch 
is usually served after the funeral and 
consists of  (amongst other round foods) 
hard boiled eggs, which symbolize life.  
Lentils may also be served, as Jacob 
cooked lentils after the death of  his 
grandfather, Abraham.  Guests may 
also sit on stools low to the ground 

symbolizing the low effect 
of  grief.  If  it were up to 
me, I would just paint the 
walls “blue”.  Though no 
mourning is allowed on 
Shabbat or high holidays, 
it continues following 
them.  I guess we all 
deserve a day of  rest…no 
pun intended.

This article is dedicated 
not only to Jerry (who lived a 
long and full life), but also to 
Mikey, who I know is fishin’ 
in the great pond in the sky.  

May they rest in peace.

This ain’t 
no pine box..
But it fits me 

perfectly!
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France has long been burdened 
with a reputation for anti-Semitism.  
Yet Jews have existed in this European 
nation since Roman times, and have 
contributed to all aspects of  French 
culture and society.  Though France is 
a primarily Catholic nation, it houses 
more Jewish citizens 
than any European 
country, and ranks 
third worldwide after 
the United States and 
Israel.  The following is 
an attempt to understand 
why France has acquired 
a reputation for intolerance, in spite of  
long periods of  hospitality toward its 
Jewish communities.  

In the early Middle Ages, a thousand 
years ago, France was renowned as a 
center of  Jewish learning, regardless 
of  episodes of  persecution in the wake 
of  the Crusades.  France was the first 
country to emancipate Jews: in 1789, 
the Declaration of  the Rights of  Man 
implied their freedom and inclusion as 
citizens; Napoleon promulgated a formal 
edict of  emancipation twenty years 
later.  In an attempt to end ghettoization 
and problematic distinction between 
the Jewish population and mainstream 
French society, the law allowed Jews to 
own land and acclimate more easily 
within French-European culture. The 
result was prosperity for a considerable 
number of  Alsatian Jews who had been 
previously confined to the unpopular 
trades of  money-lending and peddling.  
Despite legal equality, however, anti-
Semitism remained an issue: while Jews 
were once despised for their poverty and 
their strange religion, now they were 

envied for their wealth and distrusted 
because of  their rapid assimilation  The 
Dreyfus affair marked a culmination of  
this attitude.  At the turn of  the century 
a campaign was started against Alfred 
Dreyfus, a Jewish army officer from a 
wealthy family, ending with a trial and 

conviction (and later 
exoneration) on the 
charge of  treason in 
favor of  the German 
Empire.  Not long 
after, in 1905, a law 
on Separation of  the 
Church and the State 

put an end to state religion in France, 
rendering all religions and philosophies 
a matter of  privacy and 
freedom of  thought.  The 
Dreyfus Affair ended 
in a victory for French 
liberalism. 

By the early 1900’s, the 
conditions of  Jews had 
improved greatly and many 
fled Eastern European 
pogroms for the safety 
of  France.  Immigration 
halted temporarily during 
World War I, though Jews 
fought in French forces, but 
resumed soon afterwards.  
Jews were prominent in 
French art and culture at 
this time (think Chagall), 
as well as in politics 
(Leon Blum was the first Jewish Prime 
Minister).

Tragically, the Nazi invasion of  1940 
placed the country’s Jews in extreme 
danger.  The Vichy government, led by 
Nazi collaborator Petain,  established 

a deportation system that resulted in 
the deaths of  over 70, 000 French Jews.  
Twenty-five percent of  France’s Jewish 
population of  300,000 were murdered 
during the Holocaust.  Though France 
has been slow to apprehend and try 
Holocaust war criminals (important 
trials were happening as recently 
as the late 1990’s), there have been 
further attempts at restitution.  Since 
1998, for example, France has created 
a centralized investigative body for 
Holocaust restitution for heirs whose 
property was confiscated during the 
Nazi occupation.   
    After the war, France became a haven 
for refugees: within 25 years the Jewish 

population tripled, 
nearing 250,000 
residents by 1951.  
The decline of  
French imperialism 
in North Africa 
spurred Moroccan 
and Tunisian Jewish 
i m m i g r a t i o n , 
r e n d e r i n g 
Sephardic Jews the 
majority.

Now over 
600,000 Jews 
live in France, 
with over half  of  
the population 
residing in Paris.  
Regardless of  the 

presence of  over 230 thriving Jewish 
communities, there continues to be 
tension between the otherwise highly 
integrated population and the rest of  
the country. 

Today, many people believe France to 

By Tracy Spiegelman

Sacrè JEW!
A treatise on the Jews of France

“In the early Middle 
Ages,... France was 

renowned as a center 
of Jewish learning, 

regardless of episodes of 
persecution in the wake of 

the Crusades.”

continued on page 10
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Since the Jews began arriving in 
the US from Europe more than a 
century ago, they have stuck to the 
entertainment industry like shmear to 
a bagel. We see Jews today in all media 
outlets: on air, on screen, and in print 
(achem...). To list the most famous of  
them would be tedious and obvious. 
Their effect in the media, however, 
goes far beyond what someone can see 
from watching movies or listening to 
stand-up comedy. Jews played and still 
play a powerful role behind the scenes 
in the entertainment industry. CEOs 
of  huge media corporations like ABC, 
CBS, NBC, FOX, Miramax, Walt 
Disney, Warner brothers, DreamWorks, 
Sony in America, Viacom (which has 
copyrights on most proper nouns), and a 
whole mess of  newspaper publications, 
are all Jewish. The vast cultural empire 
that was created in Hollywood almost 
100 years ago was largely a Jewish 
product. It is largely because a group 
of  ambitious Jews fought harsh anti-
Semitism to climb to the top of  the 

media ladder, that if  you travel miles 
from civilization and meet a little boy 
and tell him you’re from California, 
he’ll say “oh, you know ‘Tom Cruise?”

For UC Santa Cruz 
students who see the 
words ‘corporation,’ 
‘Fox,’ and ‘news’ in the 
same sentence, alarm 
bells tend to go off. 
But never fear ye olde 
granola muncher; the Jewish media 
moguls of  yesteryear were accused of  
being wacky liberals and communists. 
Conservatives, fearing that immigrants 
from Eastern Europe would gain control 
over the media, attacked the Jews as 
being un-American. In Entertaining 
America, J. Hoberman and Jeffrey 
Shandler discuss the changing face of  
the entertainment industry in the 1920s. 
They write that non-Jews at the time 
were worried about what the authors 
term Hollywood’s “Jewish question,” 
which actually consisted of  several 
questions: what do we do about those 

damn Jews? Can Jews fully integrate 
into the mainstream? Can Jews become 
loyal citizens of  any nation?

During the 1920’s, a majority of  the 
studio executives were chosen 
brothers. Names like Goldwyn, 
Meyer (of  Metro-Goldwyn Meyer) 
Zukor, Zanuck, Laemmle, Cohn, 
the Warner brothers, Selznick 
and Thalberg, were are all hot 
shot media moguls who escaped 

those cold Eastern European winters to 
make it big in sunny California. 

Because old stereotypes die hard, 
many who saw the Jews rise to media 
power felt that they shiested their way 
to the top. Stories of  these media kings 
depicted them as vulgar and ruthless, 
willing to cut corners to make a buck. 
The validity of  these claims is hard to 
prove, but no one was a more notorious 
hard-edged studio executive than 

By Zachary Landes

We Do Run the Media!
A brief history of Jews in the Entertainment Industry

What do we 
do about 

those damn 
Jews?

continued on page 10
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Four years at S. Cruz, I got to 

thinking.  I had met many interesting 
Jews here—students and faculty, 
locals and posers.  Life in the Jewish 
community here was always a cheer (or 
as they say, a L’chaim).

When you’re in Jerusalem and you 
run into the chevre you know from 
UCSC, you know S. Cruz is definitely 
a Jewish attraction to be cited on the 
map—if  only as a pit-stop.  Some run 
from home.  Some run back home.  
Some bike.  Some make it all the way 
to the Western Wall—only to find 
themselves teary-eyed for the first time 
in life—then they drop out and become 
Hassidic surfers.  

Some go abroad and write back, 
entitling their forays, ‘Stoned in the 
Holy Land’ (Fishrap, ’04).  Then next 
thing you know they’ve changed their 
ways and are in the Tzahal (Aron Cress 
represent!).  Some stay in the Bay Area 
and continue writing for Jewish blogs: 
Aliza Abramovitch, come back to 
Leviathan--we miss you, we need you 
(just imagine like ol’ times: Feinstein, 
Belman, Stoner…) 

In my world, in Simcha Cruz, I could 
see things changing.  As Matisyahu says, 
“time flies by like clouds passing in the 
sky.”  The Hassidic guy who lived in 
my closet took off  (see Leviathan, Fall 
’05).  Said he got a job, then up and 
left.  I said good-bye.  He said gut-
vach.  Since then he’s been working for 
Microsoft up in Seattle with his wife 
and baby daughter.  Hear they’re doing 
beautifully, Baruch Hashem.  

But looking past my friends from 
the proverbial “Orthodox Community 
of  S. Cruz”, I wasn’t quite the same 
person either.  After a legitimate major 

backfired on me I turned to literature.  
Literature turned into sitting on my butt 
(book at hand) and falling asleep.  Sleep 
turned into dreams.  Dreams turned 
into some kind of  self-sustainable, 
kippa-wearing, Zionist idealism… you 
know.  

Slowly, various books dropped out 
of  my shelf.  I fell out of  a tree--and the 
tree never fully 
recovered.  I was 
at a pub with my 
landlord and life 
didn’t feel quite 
as invincible as it 
used to. 

But sometimes 
if  you look close, 
really close, you 
can see there are 
some Jews here 
who just keep on trucking.  

I recall meeting Tammi Benjamin 
in a Hebrew 4 class.  She spoke to us 
in Hebrew with some English words 
interspersed when she felt the students 
wouldn’t know them.  Moving at a 
moderate pace, we proceeded through 
an introduction to the class, and an 
exchange of  salutations (in Hebrew 
every student stated their name, major, 
what they did the previous summer, 
etc.).  Tammi briefed us with a review 
of  the milon, sheim poalim, and dikduk 
from her Hebrew 1, 2, and 3 classes.

Mrs. Benjamin was clear and polite 
in her teaching conduct.  She did 
not mind the repetition it would take 
to hammer in each and every tense 
for each and every verb.  I found the 
manner of  her dress to be, overall, 
cordial and agreeable, as it did not 
seem to posses even a hint of  ill-conceit.  

Though there was something she wore 
which began to stand out.

I had not been sitting in class long 
before I realized a subtle pin fastened 
to Mrs. Benjamin’s vest.  It consisted 
of  two tiny flags: a U.S. flag and an 
Israeli flag, transfixed side by side.  As 
a sophomore, I started thinking about 
how many stereotypes this must cater 

to.  For me it tended 
towards a sort of  
forged harmony.  
Already I could 
sense ideological 
rifts forming 
between myself  and 
my new lecturer.

Though putting 
small differences of  
opinion aside, I was 
surprised by the 

bold woman I had encountered.  Never 
before had I met a lecturer or professor 
so outspokenly pro-Israel.  Speaking 
with her after class, Tammi was wholly 
up front when she told me why there 
is an eminent need for a pro-Israel 
presence on campus.  

To put it one way, Tammi does not 
shy away from engaging in intelligent 
discussions, even with her fellow 
staff, about the serious threats which 
Israel faces.  Nor does she desist from 
debunking any myths or inaccuracies 
concerning the history of  Zionism.  
She confided to me that sometimes you 
have to be persistent in order to make 
sure the person you are debating simply 
knows the facts.   

Behind the scenes, Tammi’s 
contributions toward educating the 
public about the conflict in the Middle 
East are innumerable.  For starters, four 

By Will Hoffman

Tribute to Tammi Rossman-Benjamin
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years ago Tammi and her husband, 
Professor Ilan Benjamin founded the 
UCSC chapter of  Scholars for Peace in 
the Middle East (SPME) because they 
felt not all scholarly perspectives on 
Israel were being offered.  

To this day, Tammi maintains that, 
“It’s not like science where there’s [one] 
prevailing theory.  Academic integrity 
would dictate that 
in controversial 
issues like the 
Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict students 
should be exposed 
to a diversity 
of  scholarly 
opinions.” 

President Ed 
Beck describes 
SPME as an organization, “comprised 
of  scholars trying to impact anti-
Israelism among their colleagues by 
challenging academic publications, 
publishing original research and 
working internally within institutions to 
help students.”  

With this new connection, Tammi 
has been able to convene with other 
faculty and academics across the 
country who are concerned with how 
Israel is portrayed in the classroom.  It is 
not coincidental that a year ago UCSC 
was featured in an issue of  CAMERA 
(Committee for Accuracy in Middle 
East Reporting in America) magazine.  
Through SPME (and sometimes with 
help from Chabad, Hillel, and Santa 
Cruz Israel Action Committee), Tammi 
has been able to bring in some of  the 
sharpest minds and personalities on 
Middle Eastern issues when they tour 
the Bay Area.  Though her efforts have 
often been met with adversity.  

According to Tammi, for the first 
three speakers they brought, they were 
unable to garner any support from 
the university.  “When we went to ten 

different departments to invite them to 
co-sponsor the event each one of  them 
would turn us down.  Either they didn’t 
respond or they said no.”  In addition, 
people have defaced flyers and torn 
them down from bus stops. 

Nonetheless, Tammi’s indefatigable 
work with SPME has been instrumental 
in drawing over a dozen top-notched 
speakers to UCSC in the last few years.  

Scholars from Daniel 
Pipes to Barry Rubin, 
activists from Itamar 
Marcas to journalist 
Khalil Abu Toameh 
to feminist Phyllis 
Chesler, influential 
Jews and Muslems 
from Denis Prager to 
Dr. Kalel Muhamad 

have all graced UCSC with their views 
on the conflict and their expectations 
for how countries in the Middle East 
can work for a peaceful resolution.
When activist groups that hold opposing 
viewpoints will host events which 
depict, what they deem to be Israeli 
violations of  human rights, Tammi 
will often bring along her SPME crew 
(which sometimes includes UCSC 
students) to counter them.  In a non 
disruptive way, they will set up a visual 
with statistics about suicide bombers, 
Middle East wars, and other Arab 
offensives against Israelis since Israel 
declared independence in 1948.  

Well I’m sure, by this point, you’re 
probably thinking: what a swell, 
courageous woman this Tammi 
Benjamin must be!  Except… that’s not 
all.  Tammi is also very active with the 
conservative synagogue, Congregation 
Kol Tefillah (located downtown near 
the soccer fields), which her family 
attends.  In fact, she and her husband 
co-founded it thirteen years ago and 
since then she has been the head of  the 
religious school.

Mrs. Benjamin is involved in teaching 
Biblical Hebrew to adult community 
members as well as teaching Hebrew all 
over the Bay area.  During the summer, 
for instance, she works for the Jewish 
Studies Network in Palo Alto.   

Within the Conservative Movement, 
Tammi has stirred up quite a storm 
with her paper ‘Etz Hayim and the 
Conservative Movement’ (published 
in the online journal, ‘Open Access 
Project’: http://www.yasharbooks.
com/Open/OpenAccess12.pdf ) .  
Notably, it was first rejected by four major 
Jewish publications; possibly due to its 
controversial findings.  When a number 
of  the conservative movements’ leading 
rabbis were not able to adequately 
address her questions regarding the 
newly released ‘Etz Hayim Pentateuch’, 
Tammi set out herself  to reevaluate 
Conservative Judaism’s approach to 
Jewish Law in light of  the movement’s 
new unambiguous rejection of  the 
concept Torah mi’Sinai.  

Tammi also published a paper with 
Professor of  Applied Mathematics and 
Statistics, Marc Mangel called ‘The Ten 
Plagues and Statistical Science as a way 
of  Knowing’ (http://people.ucsc.edu/
~msmangel/Plague.pdf).  As Mangel 
states on his webpage: “My colleague 
Tammi Benjamin and I discovered 
deep new connections between the Ten 
Plagues and statistical science as a way 
of  thinking.”  This groundbreaking 
investigation was published in 
JUDAISM; a journal which Professor 
Murray Baumgarten used to edit.
As a university teacher, again and 
again Mrs. Benjamin would push to 
teach more than the standard Hebrew 
1-6 classes: at times extending the class 
options to include Biblical Hebrew, 
Contemporary Global Anti-Semitism, 
Israeli Film, as well as the Works of  
Maimonides.  

I had not been sitting in 
class long before I realized 

a subtle pin fastened to 
Mrs. Benjamin’s vest.  It 

consisted of two tiny flags:  
a U.S. flag and an Israeli 

flag, transfixed side by side.

continued on page 10
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be anti-Semitic due to mixed relations 
with Israel.  Anti-Israel propaganda 
was propagated by the De Gaulle 
government in in the wake of  Israel’s 
victory in the Six Day War of  1967: in 
the early 1980s there was an outburst of  
terrorism in France, mostly directed at 
synagogues.  Although French foreign 
policy has continued to tilt in favor of  
the Arab side in the Middle Eastern 
conflict, François Mitterand and Jacques 

Chirac, the succeeding presidents, 
reconsidered Middle East policy and 
have since instated more tolerant and 
favorable opinions towards Israel.  
Regardless, in 2004, Israel’s then-prime 
minister, Ariel Sharon, urged French 
Jews to emigrate immediately due 
to threatening conditions in France. 
These incendiary comments were made 
partially because of  France’s ranking 
as home to Europe’s largest Muslim 

population at five million residents.  
Yet every major French political figure 
would agree with former Prime Minister 
Jospin that “Violence directed against a 
Jew is violence against the Republic.”  
France’s traditional commitment to 
human rights, tolerance, and equality 
persists in the twenty-first century, and 
most French Jews continue to identify 
closely with the country and its culture. 

continued from page 6

Samuel Goldwyn, cofounder of  MGM 
studios. A 1925 New Yorker attributed 
his keen business practices to his Polish 
childhood: “In Warsaw, Poland, where 
[Goldwyn] was born in 1882, he must 
have discovered that the rule of  life, 
in order to live, is not to let live. This 
philosophy, humanized by a democracy 
like ours, means outstripping the other 
fellow by any means possible that does 
not land one in jail” (49). For nativists 
who worried that America was losing 
its white heritage, the Jewish rise to 
media power was a malicious force that 
could poison American culture. They 

and many other conservatives accused 
America’s booming film industry 
of  corrupting America’s youth by 
glorifying violence and sex. 

Critics claimed that Jewish influence 
in the entertainment industry was 
foretold in the classic anti-Semitic 
book, Protocols of  the Elders of  Zion, 
a manuscript printed in Russia in 
1905 that attempted to prove that the 
Jews are trying to control the world. 
Infamous Jew-hater Henry Ford and 
others banded together to try to censor 
Hollywood using this document as 
proof.

Nonetheless, the movie industry 
grew exponentially, especially with the 
advent of  talking pictures. People liked 
the movies, and there was little that a 
group of  god-fearing nativists could do 
to change that. The role of  Jewish people 
in the entertainment industry was not 
a passing fad either; throughout the 
decades, Jews became more integrated 
into all media formats.     

So between us, the Jews do run the 
media, and they have for years. But 
why is that shameful? They do a damn 
good job of  it if  you ask me.

continued from page 7

Tammi was always pursuing 
Hebrew and Biblical texts; and 
likewise, she always stood up for her 
beloved department; language studies.  
After three five-unit classes with Mrs. 
Benjamin, I can say that not once 
during class did she ever out-right tell 
us what to think of  Israel in terms of  
politics!  (Sure she incorporated Israeli 
culture into her Hebrew classes; this 
is only natural.)  But when it came to 
the administrations’ budget cuts for 

language studies, I clearly remember 
her vociferous assertions that everyone 
should sign the petitions against it and 
join her at the on-campus protest.  After 
all, language studies affects all of  us! 

The next day of  Hebrew 4 class 
arrived and Tammi was unmistakably 
wearing the pin with the dual flags 
again.  I guess I didn’t think so much of  
it after the first time around and after 
I had gotten to know her better.  Then 
came the third day of  class and she 

wore it once more.  And so it went—up 
until this very day.  One time she wore 
it upside-down unintentionally.  Some 
of  us got a kick out of  this.  But the next 
day it was right-side-up, like usual.

continued from page 9
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Getting Chai with Y:
An Interview with the Biblical Hip Hop Master, Y-Love

By Eric Samuels

It was Wednesday afternoon.  Shalom 
and I were tabling for Hillel, like we 
usually do on Wednesday, except this 
time was a bit different.  Besides the 
free Shabbat dinners and “Bagels Lox 
and Torah” class flyers, we had quarter 
sheets advertising this guy named Y-
Love.  Yitzchak Jordan, akaY-Love, the 
African American hip-hop artist from 
Brooklyn who converted to Orthodox 
Judaism.

I could tell Hillel put a lot of  work 
into getting Y-Love to UCSC, as 
Shalom and I passed out a quarter sheet 
to nearly every passing student.  I was 
a bit skeptical at first, as Shalom and I 
are both devout Phish fans, but Shalom 
assured me that Y-Love’s music is quite 
“unique” and he was going to put on a 
good show.  Shalom was right.  The next 
night, I went to the concert and had a 
blast.  Y-Love’s verbiage in English was 
not the only thing that struck my ear, 
but also his ability to rap in Hebrew, 
Yiddish, and Aramaic.  That’s right! 
Aramaic…the language everyone spoke 
in that awful Mel Gibson movie.  After 
the show in Santa Cruz, I asked him if  
I could interview him Sunday at a show 
he was playing in San Francisco, and 
he gladly accepted. Sunday came, and 
around 20 UCSC students schlepped 
themselves to San Francisco. After the 
show, my girlfriend interviewed Teapacks 
while I looked for Y-Love.  As soon as 
my girlfriend finished her interview, I 
was ready to do mine: 
Eric Samuels (ES): Why did you 
decide to convert to Judaism?
YLOVE: I wanted to be Jewish my 
entire life.  Ever since I was 7 years old.  
I saw a commercial that said “Happy 

Passover from Channel 2” and I told 
my mother that I wanted to be Jewish.  
I knew there was 
a group of  people 
called Jews and 
that I wanted to 
be one of  them.  
So I never had a 
lot of  that soul-
searching process 
like “This is 
true,” “That’s 
not true,” I just 
knew whatever 
Jews believe is the 
truth.  So, you 
want to find out 
the truth, find out 
what Jews believe.  
You could have 
told me that 
Jews shave their 
eyebrows and I would have done it.  
Instinct – that’s how I would describe it.  
I never had any questions that Judaism 
was the truth or that the Torah was 
true.
ES: That’s cool.  Does your family 
support your conversion?
YLOVE: Since then both of  my 
parents have passed away and so have 
all four of  my biological grandparents.  
My mother, before she passed away, she 
never got it, she never really understood 
it.  She was never really supportive.  
My grandmother, on the other hand, 
my mother’s mother, wanted to be 
Jewish her whole life.  So she, at the 
time, growing up during the times of  
segregation, the law was in Baltimore 
that if  you were lighter than a brown 
paper bag you could enter through the 

white entrances and otherwise you had 
to enter through the colored entrances.  
So, my grandmother was Puerto Rican, 

so she was lighter than 
a brown paper bag and 
she could enter through 
the white entrances.  
The same people who 
hate colored people 
hate Jews.  So who 
owned the white-owned 
stores and the white 
entrances was all Jews.  
She was shopping for 
this one and running 
errands for that one.  
She said she played 
with little yeshiva kids 
when she was little.  
She always had this 
wonderful, positive 
rapport with Jews.  So 

when I decided that I 
wanted to be Jewish, she said that she 
was living through me.  Right before 
she passed away, she denounced 
Christianity.  We had a whole question 
of  could we convert her before dying, 
and the actual law is no.  But yeah, she 
was overly, extremely supportive of  my 
entire life[style].  She bought my first 
menorah when I was nine, my first 
Chumash when I was twelve.  I haven’t 
eaten on Yom Kippur since I was six 
years old.
ES:  Wow…that’s what I was going to 
say…you were pretty young, but what 
did you think about Israel before you 
converted to Judaism? 
YLOVE:  I always knew it was the 
holy land, but I never had any real 
connection to it like I do now.  Once

Why Love? ‘Cause you got Y-Love
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you’re Jewish, the way you look at 
everything just changes drastically.  So 
yeah, Israel never felt like a place that I 
had a real personal connection to until 
I became Jewish.
ES:  Yeah, that goes into the next 
question, which is: what does Israel 
mean to you now?
YLOVE:  Hmmmm…ok…to me, there 
is Eretz Yisrael [the Land of  Israel] and 
Midinat Yisrael [the State of  Israel].  
Eretz Yisrael I will never stop loving 
‘till the day I die, and I want to make 
aliyah [move to Israel] and everything, 
but, you gotta understand, I converted 
in 2000, my conversion was legit in 
2000, and I went to Israel, to yeshiva, to 
Or Sameach…I went to yeshivas there in 
Jerusalem.  Because of  the new law, my 
conversion is not legit in Israel anymore.  
So if  I want to make aliyah tomorrow, 
I have to go from Brooklyn to New 
Jersey, pay this baisden three thousand 
dollars, and they’ll do my [conversion] 
over again, so it will be accepted by the 
Rabbinate.  Now, Russians are getting 
in with fake papers left and right and 
you have 
Neo Nazis in 
Petach Tikva 
and in Tel 
Aviv.  I’m 
not going to 
stand behind 
that.  I’m 
not going to 
sit here and 
act like I’m 
going to hold 
some blue 
and white 
flag, and 
act like this 
represents the 
Torah…It doesn’t.  And so Israel, when 
people say the State of  Israel, I’ll sit 
there with people with kaffiyahs and 
bitch like they will, but Eretz Yisrael, and 
Yerushalayim, the Kidusha, Tzfat, all 

these other wonderful things, it’s in my 
blood at this point.  I can’t stop thinking 
about it [Eretz 
Yisrael] as much as 
I can’t stop thinking 
about Baltimore, 
where I am originally 
from.  Yeah, but the 
politics, just pisses 
me off, you know, 
beyond anything.  I 
personally think that 
Hok Hashuvah, the 
Law of  Return, needs 
to be completely done 
away with, and rewritten from word 
one.
ES:  So, what barriers have you 
encountered in joining the Jewish 
subculture in the United States? 
YLOVE: Uhhhh… Yeah, you know 
there is racism and stuff.
ES:  I mean besides…I know the 
barriers going into Israel…
YLOVE:  Yeah, there is racism, like, 
during the process of  conversion, I call 
it Selma, Alabama without the violence, 

like that’s the 
only way I 
can describe 
it.  I’ve had…
oy vay…like, 
little kids 
telling me 
‘you look like 
you just came 
out of  an 
oven,’ Jewish 
kids telling 
me this.  I 
had doors 
s l a m m e d 
in my face, 

literally, like I 
was in a yeshiva learning one Shabbos, 
and all the kids came up from downstairs 
and started making fun of  me, and 
that particular night I left the yeshiva 
crying.  I had a chick who told me—she 

called herself  ‘white power’—and her 
boyfriend beat me up in the middle 

of  Coney Island 
Avenue.  Yeah, 
like, hardcore stuff  
[racism] happened 
during conversion.  
But, immediately 
after conversion, 
and once I went 
to yeshiva, it was 
180 degree night 
and day difference.  
Now, a lot of  the 
people who, for 

instance when I moved to New York to 
convert, I couldn’t find an apartment for 
eleven months, I didn’t get my first job 
in the Jewish community until 2003, no 
one wanted to have anything to do with 
me.  But, after I came back from Israel, 
the same people who wouldn’t talk to 
me before, were now inviting me to 
Shabbos, and stuff  like that.  So, there 
was a lot of  those types of  barriers with 
racism, but this is one of  the differences, 
like, people ask me why did I decided 
to become Chassidic, why did I decide 
to become ultra orthodox?  One of  my 
problems with the Modern Orthodox 
community, that’s where I received 
the most racism, was in non-ultra 
orthodox communities, because to the 
extent that an American Jew identifies 
himself  as an American white man, i.e. 
independent of  the Jewish context, that 
‘I am an American, I am fitting into the 
regular American culture’ to the extent 
that he does, that will be the extent to 
which he buys into the American B.S.  
A lot of  the Chassidic people… never 
really got tied into any one ‘culture,’ 
[because of  ‘exile and expulsion’ and 
‘re-admittance expulsion’] so they are 
not going to really buy into American 
culture so much, because they realize 
this could theoretically be temporary.  
In the Chasidic world, it was like, ‘you 
speak Yiddish, you dress like us, you live 

After I came back 
from Israel, the 

same people who 
wouldn’t talk to 
me before, were 

now inviting me to 
Shabbos

“Rapping Aramaic ‘cause this is Babylon.”
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here, you live like we do, gesundheit…
ES:  Wow…that’s rough…that is a lot 
of  racism…that’s (stutter in disbelief)
YLOVE: Yeah, that’s a very big soap 
box of  mine

At this point, the camera battery 
died, but our conversation did not.
My next question was why did he choose 
rap music?  “Rap is the poor man’s art 
form,” he said.  “It started in yeshiva 
when I would free style with the other 
students.”  Next, I asked about his song 
“The New Disease” and if  it was about 
the media.  He replied that the “old 
disease” is the way Jews are portrayed 
in the media; however the “new 
disease” is the Jewish point of  view.  

His preaching is considered the “new 
disease.”  It is not there to infect per-se, 
but to teach…to fill the mind of  Jews 
about the teachings of  Judaism.  I asked 
what he thought of  the “Matisyahu 
scandal” and whether it affected his 
(Y-Love’s) publicity.  He replied that 
it did not affect him because they are 
two separate entities.  However, he was 
upset because people believe that it is 
Matisyahu’s fault.  He further stated 
that you should not line yourself  up with 
a sect, because that is where problems 
occur.  I felt I should ask some relevant 
political questions as well.  When I 
asked whether he was for the pull out in 
Gaza, he said he was against it.  He said 

that they (the Israeli government) pulled 
out without a plan for the settlers.  I 
asked if  he thought a peaceful solution 
towards the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
was possible.  He said that Jews and 
Muslims should be able to look at each 
other, from a religious standpoint, and 
find a solution.  I have to agree with his 
answer.  At this point we were asked to 
leave so the management could clean 
the backstage.  Y-Love and I shook 
hands, and I told him I would see him 
soon.  The stories expressed to me 
throughout this interview left me with a 
new perspective towards Jewish society 
and converts to Judaism…and I feel I 
really learned the “life” of  Y-Love. 

Keeping Kosher on Catholic Turf
A History of Jews in Italy

By Eric Samuels

Picture it…Rome…July 2007…I was 
more exhausted than Barbara Streisand 
after filming “Yentl.”  After a long day 
of  viewing “Madonna and Child” 
paintings at the Vatican museum, my 
brother, father and I decided to advance 
to the Jewish Quarter of  Rome.  I was 
feeling a bit skeptical towards the Jewish 
quarter in Rome, considering I was 
in the Catholic capitol of  the world.  
However, the Jews of  Italy date back 
thousands of  years, before the rise of  
Catholicism, and are one of  the main 
examples of  early immigration.  

The history of  Jews in Italy dates 
back to 161 B.C.E. when Judah 
Maccabee sent ambassadors to Rome.  
The Romans took the Holy Land in 
63 B.C.E. from the Jews and made it 
a “client kingdom” of  Rome.  An art 
piece, The Arch of  Titus, in Rome 
depicts this event (which was quite 
hard to look at).  Though the Romans 
felt disdain toward Jewish beliefs, they 

admired the Jews’ form of  study and 
intellectual status.  Jewish dispersion by 
the Romans, after the destruction of  
the second temple in 70 C.E., forced 
many Jews to leave their homeland 
for Italy.  This was the first Jewish 
migration to Europe, and with it came 
a new lifestyle.  

In 313 C.E., Constantine declared 
Christianity to be the official religion of  
Italy.  The Jewish population declined 
rapidly throughout Italy because they 
refused to convert to Christianity.  The 
Jews were oppressed for their beliefs, 
referred to as “Christ killers” and as 
a “pernicious sect of  people.”  The 
Jews however, held their heads up high 
through this persecution and continued 
to build synagogues and follow Jewish 
tradition. Following the rule of  
Constantine the Jews were required to 
pay excessive taxes to the government, 
although no Jew was allowed to be a 
part of  the government.  However, the 

oppression somewhat subsided during 
the reign of  the first monastic pope, 
Gregory I.  Although Jews were still 
considered inferior to Christians, no Jew 
was to be subjected to violence.  This 
law continued through 825 C.E. when 
Emperor Louis granted a “charter of  
protection” to the Jews, recognizing and 
encouraging Jewish trade.  Around 900 
C.E., the Jews began to lose clientele to 
Italian Christians, causing segregation 
and the arrival of  new languages.  The 
Jews of  northern France and Italy 
begin to speak Laaz, an early form of  
Yiddish brought about by their German 
neighbors.  

Following the Crusades, the Jews 
were required to wear a mark signifying 
they were Jewish, to live in segregated 
quarters, and were not allowed to exert 
interest on loans to Christians.  Jews 
that did not follow the laws of  the 
church were not allowed to do business 
with Christians.  Violence against Jews 
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document that rejects the teaching: 
“Judaism is a rigid religion.”  This 
document also calls for Catholics to 
fight anti-Semitism.  In 1986 the Italian 
Supreme Court repealed the 1930 
document that requires “Jews to affiliate 
with the organized Jewish community,” 
and in 1993, the Vatican formed 
formal ties with Israel.  Today, with a 
population of  40,000, the Jews of  Italy 
continue to take great pride in their 
religion. With many synagogues and 
kosher restaurants to choose from, one 
can have an enlightening experience in 

Jewish Italy, Jewish or not.         

1) My brother, father, and I entered the Great Synagogue with great pride.  The builders had never seen a synagogue before, and 

though it looked like a church inside (and out), it felt like home. 2) The Arch of  Titus in Rome which depicts the invasion of  

Jerusalem by the Romans in 63 B.C.E. 3) A detailed relief  on a golden door in Florence showing a Roman battle in Jerusalem.

1 2 3

however, was still condemned by 
the popes.  Nevertheless, the Jews were 
expelled from Naples in 1288 following 
anti-Jewish sentiments by Dominican 
Priests.  In 1348, Jews were accused of  
poisoning wells and causing the Black 
Plague.  The undulating relationship 
of  the Jews in Italy with the Italians 
(and earlier with the Romans) has 
been characterized 
by periods of  
peace and periods 
of  unrest. This 
lifestyle continued 
through the Spanish 
Diaspora and the 
Middle Ages.  

In 1796,--Shortly 
after the death of  
one of  the greatest 
I t a l i a n - J e w i s h 
mystics, Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Luzzatto--French 
troops, led by Napoleon, liberated 
many Italian ghettos, and brought 
temporary emancipation to the Jews 
of  Italy (according to the the 1789 
“Declaration of  the Rights of  Man 
and of  the Citizen”).  The abolition 
of  ghettos continued throughout 
the 19th century, bringing complete 
emancipation to Italian Jews.  With the 

unification of  Italy (1870), The Great 
Synagogue in Rome was built in 1904. 
      With the rise of  the Nazi party in the 
late 1930’s, many Jews fled Germany 
to Italy.  Though Italy, at the time, 
was allied with Germany, the Italians 
refused to cooperate with Hitler’s “Final 
Solution.”  Jewish refugees fled to the 
south as Germany gained control of  

northern Italy.  On 
October 16, 1943, 
the Nazis invaded 
and destroyed the 
Jewish quarter in 
Rome, however, the 
Great Synagogue 
still stands because 
it is located between 
two churches.  

With the end 
of  World War II 
and the fall of  

Mussolini, the Jews, battered and 
bruised, returned to their lives in Italy.  
It is estimated that 7500 Italian Jews 
were victims of  the Holocaust.  In 1964 
the Third Vatican Council abolished 
the teaching of  “anything that could 
give rise to hatred or contempt of  Jews 
in the hearts of  Christians.”  

In 1975, the Vatican published a 

The undulating 
relationship of the 
Jews in Italy with the 
Italians (and earlier 
with the Romans) has 
been characterized by 
periods of peace and 
periods of unrest.
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Ahmadinejad’s Invite to 
Columbia University

By Shay Assor

Shay Assor is a native Israeli and a student 
at Hebrew University of  Jerusalem. He works 
for StandWithUs International as a Taglit-
birthright israel and Overseas Education 
executive and he also served as an intern for 
the Taglit-birthtight israel post-programming 
office in New York this past fall.
   During the fall of  2007 I worked as 
an intern for the Taglit-birthright israel 
post programming office in New York 
City.  

One morning, while 
I was briefly checking 
my e-mail, something 
caught my eye. It started 
as a joke. Or at least as 
what I thought was a 
joke: “The president of  
Iran is invited to speak 
in front of  faculty and 
students at Columbia 
University…” At first, 
I was positive that 
the headline was a 
prank, but within a few 
minutes, with the help 
of  Google, I realized it 
was true. 
The main question is what is so 
significant about an invitation from 
Columbia University to the president 
of  an Islamic country?  

Frankly speaking, as an Israeli who 
grew up in the Middle East and who has 
been exposed to President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s statements day in and 
day out, I realized the importance in 
making sure that people understand 
what President Ahmadinejad’s views 
are on the U.S. and the western world, 
on women’s rights and gay rights. I knew 
that he had no place at Columbia.

During the Columbia address, 
Ahmadinejad made a claim that 

homosexuality does not exist in Iran, 
meaning that he refuses to even 
recognize gay Iranians, some of  whom 
have fled Iran to avoid persecution 
and execution.  During Ahmadinejad’s 
term in office things have not gotten 
any better for women and in fact, when 
compared to the progress made during 
President Mohammed Khatami’s term, 
under Ahmadinejad’s control things 

have gotten much 
worse. You can find 
plenty of  information 
about this on the 
internet, straight from 
Iranians who face these 
problems every day.

In the past, 
Ahmadinejad has 
expressed a desire 
to “Wipe Israel off  
the map,” (October 
2005 in the presence 
of  several thousand 
Iranian students) and 
his country is currently 
working to refine 

uranium (supposedly for 
creating nuclear fuel although many 
individuals and governments fear that 
it will be used for much more sinister 
purposes such as nuclear weapons).

As the “big day” approached, I joined 
the New York team of  StandWithUs, the 
advocacy organization I work for, along 
with other New Yorkers that cared to 
join us. Our group’s aim was to create a 
clear message for people of  conscience 
to hear. Many ideas were discussed. 
We wanted our demonstration against 
Ahmadinejad to be as clear as possible; 
an eye catcher, even a bit shocking.  

We chose an illustration depicting 
Ahmadinejad as a Swastika, crossed 

out in red and a question above it which 
stated: “Hitler lives?”  We printed out 
signs with this message and handed 
them to everyone who was willing to 
carry one.  It was a clear message. The 
reactions were great and people were 
satisfied with the fact that we were not 
scared to speak our minds.

I truly believe that it is our 
responsibility to stop Ahmadinejad in 
his tracks. 

As for my personal connection 
to threats from radical leaders, my 
grandmother survived Theresienstadt 
(often referred to as Terezín), a 
concentration camp in the Czech 
Republic. She never told us about what 
she went through. She didn’t want us 
suffer from the stories of  horror and 
cruelty which describe her life back 
then. She is not with us anymore, but 
she is why I stood outside of  Columbia 
University on September 24th.  I stood 
alongside other courageous people, 
from different countries, beliefs and 
races. We all wanted to make sure that 
people won’t have to live in fear or hide 
their history from their families. 

You don’t have to take my word for 
it.  Any major news website can show 
you what Ahmadinejad has to say about 
Israel, the Holocaust, America and 
the western world, gays and women.  
If  you’d like to see what many of  us 
protested against, go online and search 
“Ahmadinejad at Columbia” and 
think about his answers to questions 
from people like you, like me. Now ask 
yourself  if  he deserves an invitation to a 
prestigious university. Or any invitation, 
for that matter.

Sign carried by StandWithUs
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Israeli music rarely escapes Israel 

to become popular in other countries.  
Over the last year I have been seeking 
out Israeli music in order to learn more 
Hebrew and because there are so many 
hot Israeli guys who also happen to be 
fantastic singers.  During my search for 
good music I ran into Teapacks.  They 
have been around since the late 1980s 
and their music varies so much that I 
don’t think it’s possible to classify it as a 
certain genre.

Alas, Teapacks is Israeli and I feared 
that despite the fact that they have a 
core Israeli/Jewish audience in the 
U.S. they would never have the chance 
to reach beyond Israel.  Last spring 
they represented Israel in Eurovision 
which is a competition in which each 
country sends a singer or band to 
represent them, the representatives 

perform songs and everybody votes on 
the best performance.  Thanks to the 
San Francisco Israel Center Teapacks 
made San Francisco a stop on their 
U.S. tour.  Nearly 20 people from UC 
Santa Cruz got together and made the 
long trek to see this amazing band at 
Ruby Skye in San Francisco on Sunday, 
October 14th.

My boyfriend, Eric, suggested that 
I try to interview them because he 
was going to interview Y-Love, Jewish 
rapper extraordinaire who opened for 
Teapacks.  I didn’t think would have the 
chance to interview such an amazing 
band, but I prepared a few questions 
just in case.  At the end of  the concert 
we waited around and did some 
begging and pleading and thanks to the 
kindness of  Yuval and Lital from the 
Israel Center a few of  us were able to 

get backstage to meet the band.  I asked 
Kobi Oz, the lead singer/songwriter of  
Teapacks if  I could interview him.  He 
allowed me to do a brief  interview and 
it was very interesting.

Teapacks is composed lead singer 
Kobi Oz, bassist Gal Peremen, guitarist 
Rami Yosifov (who is, by the way, the 
first performer ever to chew gum while 
on stage at Eurovision), sound man Meir 
Amar, guitarist Dani Aberjel, drummer 
Motti Yoseff  and keyboardist Noam 
Yankelevich.  They formed the band 
in southern Israel (lead singer Kobi Oz 
is from the city of  Sderot).  They have 
released many albums and are known 
for bringing Mizrahi (Middle Eastern) 
music into the mainstream in Israel.  
Over the years they have won several 
awards in Israel and have had many big 
hits.

I was so excited about the interview 
that I could hardly think straight.  The 
interview was conducted in English 
because I did not wish to mis-translate 
Kobi Oz’s statements.  His English is 
very good and only a few things had to 
be changed.  If  you would like to see 
the actual video, please contact me.
 Shari Geller (SG): At Eurovision 
there were some issues surrounding 
your song “Push the Button” which is 
a song about the possibility of  nuclear 
war.  The Eurovision officials wanted 
to have less cameras on you and also 
to ban the song.  Do you think it was 
because of  the song content or because 
you guys are from Israel?
Kobi Oz (KO): The song content was 

very distressing for them.  They live in 
a big European bubble and they think 
that nobody should burst their bubble 
and we did it.  We came there like… 
wearing army pants and spoke about 
nuclear [war] and terror and for them it 
was too much.  And when it comes from 
Israel and they know that we have made 
a lot of  trouble in Eurovision, made 
history like Diva [Dana International] 
and others.  So, for them it was tough 
but we had the great support of  the 
street… all the youngsters and the punk 
youth were all for us.  Did you know 
that our guitar player, Rami was the 
only guitar player ever…
Rami Yosifov: The first one and the 
only one to chew gum in Eurovision!

KO: He chewed gum in Eurovision.  
SG: So do you think that if  you had 
chosen a different song that was less 
controversial you would have won?
KO: We had something to prove.  We 
wanted to bring reality to Eurovision 
and the reality in Israel is not so 
different from the reality in Europe.  In 
Europe there is terror and everybody is 
plotting against their countries and they 
are not aware of  this.  They would like 
to continue being polite and nice and 
everything.  Israeli chutzpah will wake 
them up.  I hope.
SG: You’re from Sderot, right?  Do 
you think that now looking back on 
it the withdrawal from Gaza [in the 
summer of  2005] might have caused 

Teapacks: Going International
An interview with lead singer Kobi Oz on the opening night of their US tour

By Shari Geller

Interview
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the frequent Qassam attacks on Sderot?  
Do you think the pullout was still the 
right thing to do, or no, or you never 
did [think it was the right thing]?
KO: Look, I’m sorry for the Earth, for 
the flowers.  There were greenhouses, 
there was Israeli agriculture, settlers 
that did wonderful things with 
tomatoes, cucumbers and everything 
[in Gaza].  They gave the keys to the 
Palestinians.  If  they [the Palestinians] 
would have cultivated the soil, for me 
that would have been okay.  It’s like 
respect for the land.  They had no 
respect for the land.  They destroyed the 
greenhouses and now they are shooting 
at small children in Sderot.  So, I feel 
a big betrayal because they are always 
saying “We would like more land.”  So 
we say “Okay, take the land.  Make 
something good for yourself !”  The 
best thing that can happen for Israel 
is that there will be a Palestinian state 
[that is] prosperous and happy and not 
the stupid fundamentalist anarchy that 
they have now in Gaza.  So I regret it, I 
regret it very much.
SG: With this [two-week American] 
tour are you hoping to expand your 
popularity in the U.S., is that the goal 
of  it or is it just to reach out to your 
fans here?
KO: We have a five-year program to 

be well-known in the world.  So we’re 
trying to write in English and to get our 
schizophrenic Mediterranean style out 
of  Israel because we did it in Israel and 
for us it’s time for the world to know 
this kind of  music.
SG: I noticed that you translated all 
of  Od Shabbat into English which was 
really a shock for us… we didn’t know 
where you were going with it.

KO: It became almost like a country 
song… [singing, country-style] Do you 
want to chew some tobacco?
SG: Are you planning on doing that 
with more songs?
KO: We’re not sure.  We’re concentrating 
on writing new songs with new content 
and not every song can be translated.  
It’s not good because Hebrew is like a 
very wise language for word games, it’s 
very delicate and English… is difficult 
not only for me, it’s a catchy language.  
You can say “I love you” in English and 
it sounds better than in Hebrew.  In 
Hebrew it’s like “What do you mean?  
Really?  Really?  Do you love me?”  But 
in English it’s like, “Yeah, you love me.  
It’s great!”
SG: You guys cover a lot of  social and 
political issues in your songs.  How 
do you think that’s going to translate 
over to the American fans who don’t 

necessarily know much about those 
issues?
KO: Well, the new songs are about 
the pursuit of  money.  The album that 
we are planning is going to be called 
“Stop Making Money” and it speaks 
about all the cultures that set aside G-d 
and put the green bill or put money in 
place of  G-d.  This is something that, 
in our opinion, is not very moral to do.  
People are getting crazy.  Our songs are 
speaking about this.  We are laughing 
at it, we are toying with this and with 
greed… we have a lot of  songs about 
greed and songs about the mafia.  It’s 
international but it’s still social.  The 
message is social like in our Israeli 
songs.
SG: Well, the concert was really 
excellent.  We’re really glad that you 
guys came!
KO: Thank you.
SG: We had 20 people from our school 
I think, that drove up an hour and a 
half  to get here.
KO: Wow!
[the whole room starts clapping and cheering]
Tobias Finkelstein (a fellow UCSC 
student and huge Teapacks fan): So, next year 
you guys will come to Santa Cruz?
KO: We will come anywhere where 
they want us to perform.

1 2

1) UCSC students and staff  hanging out with Teapacks backstage. 2)Teapacks ripping up the stage at Ruby Skye’s 
night club.
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Yesterday morning, the fourteenth 
of  November, I made a visit to 
Professor Peter Kenez.  I had been 
asked to interview him on his recent 
trip to Mongolia and Hungary, but the 
conversation quickly turned to other 
subjects.

Professor Kenez, who still speaks 
with a noticeable accent, left Eastern 
Europe when he was only twenty 
years old, during the 1956 Hungarian 
revolution, to come to the 
United States. 
Tracy Spiegelman (TS): 
Did you come here to 
study?
Peter Kenez (PK): You see, 
it was a revolution.  People 
just crossed the border.  I 
didn’t have a passport.  I did 
not apply to Princeton, that’s 
just not the way it worked.  
Yes, I crossed the border as 
a refugee and was admitted 
into the university the first 
week I was in the United 
States, but that’s not the way 
it worked.
TS: So you were admitted 
under refugee status?
PK: Yes. Princeton wanted to do 
something for the poor Hungarian 
refugees. And I did not come under 
the Jewish quota then. Princeton had a 
Jewish quota in the 1950’s, 5% Jews is 
enough for Princeton.
TS: Why’d you choose Princeton?
PK: Well, because Princeton took me. I 
had no idea that there was a difference 

in the various universities of  course. 
And since my uncle was teaching there, 
that’s how I managed.
TS: Why did you choose to teach?
PK: In Hungary I was in law school. 
But basically as far as I can recall I 
thought of  myself  as an intellectual.  
And what do intellectuals do? They 
teach.  As for what I should be teaching 
I thought English literature. But it was 
quite different then, and I eventually 

realized I was really interested in the 
social content.
TS:  Why did you choose to UCSC?
PK: It was my first job.  I had just gotten 
my Ph.D. at Harvard. The campus was 
just being established in 1966. Murray 
[Baumgarten] and I hired on. We have 
been here since the beginning. There is 
nobody who has been here longer than 
we. It did not occur to me at the time 

that it would be for a lifetime.
TS: What’s kept you here?
PK: Oh, it is good. But it is true that if  
in 1966 someone had told me I would 
be here for the rest of  my life I would 
have been quite depressed.

Last spring, I enrolled in a course 
entitled “The Holocaust: The 
Destruction of  European Jewry.”  It was 
taught through both the History and 
Literature departments, and although 

I’m not a morning 
person, and the class 
content wouldn’t prove 
light, I found myself  
an audience member 
of  either of  Professor 
Kenez, Professor 
Baumgarten, or one of  
their visiting lecturers 
at 8 a.m. three days a 
week.  This was my first 
class to be taught by two 
professors, and I quickly 
learned that they had 
been splitting the work 
for over twenty years, 
and had created the 
class after Schindler’s 
List survivor number 

173, Leopold Page, visited the campus 
in the 1980’s.  In 2003, the Jewish 
Studies program presented a three-
day conference titled “Rethinking 
Anti-Semitism: The Holocaust and the 
Contemporary World,” which brought 
together prominent scholars from 
around the world.  The class, its role 
in the founding of  the Jewish studies 

Listen to what he sez, he’s 
Peter Kenez

By Tracy Spiegelman

You see anti-Semitism 
everywhere now, more so 
than a decade ago.  From 
graffiti in the streets to off 

hand comments by citizens.  
But it [Budapest] is still 

a beautiful city, and I will 
always return, as it is my 

home.
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program at UCSC and the 2003 
conference marked the starting point 
of  Kenez’s new book Varieties of  Anti-
Semitism, which is in the works with 
the collaboration of  Baumgarten and 
Bruce Thompson of  the Jewish studies 
department.
PK: Shall I talk about the book?
TS: Please.
PK: In order for mass extermination 
to be successful, there were three 
preconditions. Each is necessary, but 
not sufficient by themselves.

The first is modern anti-Semitism, as 
opposed to pre-modern anti-Semitism. 
In the 19th century in Europe Jews 
became extremely successful in terms 
of  economics and culture. And this 
was a precondition to modern anti-
Semitism insofar as the Jew could be 
and would be perceived as a threat. 
Before the 19th Century it was a bit 
difficult to see them as a threat. But 
here the interesting question is, what 
made the Jews so successful in Western 
Europe?  Because they became very 
[economically] successful. By the end 
of  the 19th century the average Jewish 
income was 3 and 1/2 times greater 
than non-Jewish income. So the first 
third of  the book is made up of  this 
idea, with several supporting cases. First 
France, because it is there that the Jews 
were first emancipated, second Russia 
because of  the vast number of  Russian 
Jews and third, Hungary, because the 
Hungarian case is so typical because 
it is so unusual: in Hungary and only 
Hungary it can be said that the Jews 
dominated the economy and also 
dominated the socialist movement. And 
that is the basis of  how Jews came to be 
seen as exploiters. 

The second was a need for a lunatic 
party that would have to take control of  
the modern state. And this is of  course 
the Nazis. Here Hitler’s private demons, 

one might say, were of  historical 
significance. What I’m writing about as 
we speak is a chapter on Hitler’s ideas 
about the Jews. There the question is, 
the larger, the more difficult question is, 
to what extent were Germans different 
from other Europeans? What caused 
anti-Semitism to have a greater force 
in Germany before Hitler? The other 
question is could it be said that the anti-
Semitic appeal contributed to Hitler’s 
political success, which I think it did in 
a very minor way. People who voted for 
Hitler, who by the way never got the 
majority of  the vote in a decent election, 
did not vote for his anti-Semitism, but 
of  course they did not vote against it 
either. So the second part of  the book 
will be the evolution of  German policies 
into the 1930’s.

The third is the war: no war, no 
killing. You have to have war in order 
to carry out mass killing. Here the issue 
that interests me is, why is it that in some 
countries it is worse than in others? The 
question there is to what extent can we 
correlate this to the pre-existence of  
anti-Semitism? And my answer: not all 
that much. So therefore what matters is 
the character of  the occupation regime. 
This basically the book.

About forty-five minutes into the 
interview, I remembered my original 
ambition.
TS: So why did you take this quarter to 
go to Hungary?
PK: We got funded by the research 
committee to turn the course into a book 
and my stay in Hungary had something 
to do with it. There is something called 
the Opein  society, it is attached to 
the center of  European Universities. 
The Opein Society archives have on 
microfilm a collection of  the Wiener 
Library, which has nothing to do with 
Vienna (actually located in London), 
named after Leopold Viener, There I 

was able to read on microfilm German 
textbooks from the 1930’s, which 
actually fits in with our book. The basic 
outline of  the book, the backbone of  
the book is my lectures, so I was doing 
research by reading Nazi textbooks.  
Which is good, if  you like that sort of  
thing.
TS: Who doesn’t? (His eyes sharpen. 
I blink innocently.)  So tell me about 
Hungary nowadays.
PK: Anti-Semitism is still alive in 
Hungary.  Hungary is home to the most 
Jews in Eastern Europe, from 80,000 to 
100,000.  People are discovering they’re 
Jewish everyday, so the population is 
still growing.  In Hungary Jewish people 
are still the upper echelon, they created 
capitalism there. You see, before the 
exterminations, Hassidic Jews lived 
outside of  Budapest, and in Budapest 
you had the assimilated Jews.  Only fifty 
percent of  the Budapest Jews survived, 
and none of  the outer ones.  They 
were killed in deportations, pogroms 
and mass shootings.  So now they are 
entirely concentrated in Budapest.  
This is why people are discovering they 
are Jewish.  Since the Budapest Jews 
are so integrated, they can pass for any 
citizen, and many parents never told 
their children a parent died in a camp, 
but rather that they died ‘in the war’.   
But you see anti-Semitism everywhere 
now, more so than a decade ago.  
From graffiti in the streets to off  hand 
comments by citizens.  But it is still a 
beautiful city, and I will always return, 
as it is my home.
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A 
stained-glass Star 

of  David is now an iconic memory I 
have of  Argentina--the country that 
once only evoked images of  rose-
toting tango dancers and a Madonna-
version of  Evita. It was the centerpiece 
of  a Buenos Aires’ synagogue of  
Cathedral-mass, and to me a reminder 
of  both Argentina’s rich history and 
the Jewish life that has managed to 
flourish within it.

The synagogue, which sat just 
around the corner from the busiest 
part of  town, was one of  the first 
sites I and five other UC Santa 
Cruz students saw on our Hillel’s 
first “Cultural Action and Exchange 
Trip”, which lasted from August 28 
to September 11, 2007. We were 
first hosted by both Hillels of  Buenos 
Aires, a city that contains the largest 
Jewish community in South America 
and has a population of  13 million, 
in a country of  40 million . Then our 
group ventured 10 hours by bus to 
Cordoba, Argentina’s geographical 
heart and a sprawling college town of  
seven universities.
La Cultura

 Led by Maru, our bilingual guide of  
Russian-Jewish descent, we spent the 
first week in Buenos Aires. The bustling 
and flavorful metropolis--well-regarded 
throughout the world for its tango, 
theater and arts in general--  currently 
has population of  180,000 Jews out of  
the total of  250,000 in Argentina. We 
became acquainted with the culture 

of  the 
city  through 

walking--and often running 
when crossing streets attempt to 
dodge drivers who treated red lights 
as optional warning signs--throughout 
a few of  the 48 barrios of  Buenos 
Aires.

Districts like La Boca flaunted 
colorful houses, bohemian street art, 
a large futbol stadium and the best 
ice cream, particularly the famed 
dulce de leche, both a cone and my 
stomach has ever had the pleasure 
of  holding. In the downtown area, 
La Plaza de la Independencia was 
filled with marching women picketing 
signs, a Thursday afternoon norm, 
commemorating their children lost 
under the dictatorships from 1976 
to 1983.  The barrio of  Recoleta 
contained a cemetery filled with 
famous political names like Juan 
Peron carved in high-standing gothic 
stone structures, as well as lots of  art; 
the Sunday craft fair sat across the 
street from the museum of  fine arts, 
which regally exhibited the likes of  

Rodin and Picasso. 
Most days we were involved in our 

own art project painting a mural at 
the Marc Chagall Elementary School, 
a private Jewish educational center--
one of  17,000 in Buenos Aires-- where 
third-graders were conversing in 
Spanish, Hebrew and English. They 
gathered around us at every school 
break they had, inquiring about us 
and putting our bilingual abilities--
which were different for everybody-
-to the test. We signed the finished 
product, a storybook portrayal of  

kids playing amidst sunlit scenery, with 
our signatures and the words Baila (or 
“dance” in Spanish), Laugh and “Sing” 
in Hebrew.

We explored the Jewish community 
in many more ways than accumulating 
hard-to-peel-off  paints stains on our 
fingers. Our group took a tour of  
AMIA, a Jewish community center 
that was bombed in 1994, killing 85 
inside the building and passerbys.  
It’s been rebuilt into an even larger 
center that mostly caters to those left 
unemployed--or underemployed--by 
Argentina´s hard-hitting economic 
recession in 2001. On another day, we 
played with wide-eyed two year olds at 
the Jewish Baby Care Program, which 
also reaches out to families struggling 
economically. We then headed upstairs 
in the building to Radio Jai, the largest 
Jewish station riding the sound waves 
of  South America.

In Cordoba, which has a Jewish 
population of  about 10,000, we walked 
along streets where chic modern stores 
were juxtaposed with fire-scorched, 
yet still ornate looking, architecture of  
the Jesuit period. We toured the many 
types of  synagogues, valiant statues of  
men on horses, two of  the universities 
and hotspot vistas where we could see 
how big the city, the second largest 
in Argentina, actually was.  One day 
we headed for the fresher air of  La 
Cumbrecita (or “the hills”), a town 
only accessible by foot where the locals 
have made their living through a scenic 
zip line course that stretches over a 
waterfall-accented valley. 

We also served and helped prepare 
soup at a local cocina de sopa which 

Tango,
Evita a

nd Judeos

By Rachel Stern

The Sights 
and Sounds of  

Argentina’s Jewish 
Community
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of  those finding a new home in Israel. 
La Gente (The People)

I got the largest feel for the Jewish 
community through talking--in 
English, Spanish and a hybrid of  both-
-to the Jews actually residing in both 
Buenos Aires and Cordoba. Our group 
spent numerous evenings relaxing 
with local students at Hillel, playing 
Argentine card games, seeking out 
the closest heladeria (ice cream shop) 
or experiencing both cities’ up-all-
nightlife. Once, after attending services 
at a local synagogue on shabot, the 
rabbi invited us into his home, where 
we sat down to a delicious meal and 
equally satisfying conversation.

Everyone I met would encourage us 
to speak in Spanish, or Castellano, as 
the Argentineans’ refer to their Italian-

accented language. It did not matter 
if  my sentences were somewhat-
grammatically incorrect--almost 
everyone listened with patience 
before inserting their corrections. 
In return, I left speaking and 
understanding even more than 
when I abandoned the language 
after high school. I even had an 1 
a.m. epiphany when I realized I 
could completely understand a fast-
talking Jewish family who opened 
their home on Rosh Hashanah to 
my friend and I who had extended 
our stay.
The warmth and friendliness of  

Argentineans--who say hello and 
goodbye with a kiss on the cheek--
was apparent even in conversational 
strangers working at heladerias.  I left 
the country with a taste of  about 22 
flavors of  ice cream, and of  a culture 
that readily opens its doors to a diverse 

caters to many Jews in the community, 
and spent time with more wide-eyed 
children at a local Jewish elementary 
and middle school. At both places 
we found ourselves welcomed with 
the warmth characteristic of  most 
Argentinians we met. The Hillel where 
we spent many days offered nightly 
social and educational events--from a 
barbeque with local Hillel students to 
a night of  contemplation on our past 
year as a pre-Rosh Hashana activity. 

For many of  the Jewish students 
in the area, the Hillel is truly a home 
away from home. Most students live 
with their parents until after they finish 
college or get married, both which 
roughly occur around the age of  25 or 
26. Though all higher education in the 
country is free (with the exception of  a 
$18 mandatory annual registration 
fee), most students struggle to meet 
the demands of  both working and 
going to school. 
La Historia 

The first Jews appeared in 
Argentina after their expulsion 
from Spain in 1492. Most of  
them assimilated into the general 
population, leaving few left by 
the mid-1800s. But in 1889, 
taking advantage of  Argentina’s 
recent open door immigration 
policy, 824 Russian Jews--or rusos 
as they were called-- arrived in 
Argentina. They became gauchos, or 
Argentine cowboys, and established a 
colony that still exists by the name of  
Moiseville. It would later, with the help 
of  outside philantrophy, grew into the 
Jewish Colonization Foundation, and 
encompass over 600,000 hectares of  
land.

Between 1906 and 1912, immigration 
was increasing at a rate of  13,000 
mostly-Askenazi Jews per year and, by 
1920, there were nearly 120,000 Jews 

in Argentina. 
When Juan Peron rose to power in 

1946, he put Jewish immigration to 
Argentina on hold, but opened up the 
country to fleeing Nazis. However, he 
also established diplomatic relations 
with Israel in 1949, which has allowed 
more than 45,000 Jews to make 
aliyah since then.When Raul Alfonsin 
became president after the long rule 
of  dictators in 1983, he placed many 
Jews in high governmental positions. 
Many claim this was a sharp contrast 
to the discrimination they had faced in 
the past 17 years; roughly 1,000 of  the 
9,000 victims of  state terrorism during 
the period were Jews. 

When Carlos Saul Menem, who 
was of  Arab origin, became president 
in 1989, he also elected many Jews to 

high-ranking government positions and 
frequently visited Israel to help mediate 
an Arab-Israeli Peace Process. 

Preceding the AMIA bombing, 
the Israeli Embassy was attacked by a 
Hezbollah-sponsered group in 1992, 
killing 32 people.  No terrorist attacks 
have occurred towards Jews since 1994. 
The largest hardship Jews as a whole 
have faced is the economic recession of  
2001, which has caused about 10,000 
Jews to emigrate from Argentina, 6,000 

Jewish-Argentinian school children at a Hillel 
playground 

array of  people--Jews and non-Jews 

alike. 
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First, let me pose a question: Have 

you ever seen 3,500 Jewish people at a 
buffet?

If  you’re Jewish, chances are you’re 
imagining people wrapping up leftovers 
in napkins and complaining about how 
the person in 
front of  them 
is taking too 
long.  Imagine 
this… times 
3,500.  I saw it 
last weekend 
in Nashville, 
T e n n e s s e e 
w h e r e 
t h o u s a n d s 
of  Jewish 
people came 
together at the 
United Jewish 
C o m m u n i t i e s 
General Assembly.

The General Assembly (GA) is a 
place where Jewish organizations, 
congregations, leaders, politicians, 
rabbis and others meet to learn about 
the present and future of  the Jewish 
world.  So, where does a 21 year-old 
undergraduate Jewish journalist fit in to 
this?  For the past 18 years, people like 
me have had the amazing opportunity 
to take part in “Do the Write Thing” 
which is a program that takes place at 
the GA and enjoys some overlap with 
it.  Young Jewish journalists have the 
chance to get together, learn about 
Jewish journalism and network.  

At the GA there were many 
interesting speakers who addressed the 
Jewish community for different reasons.  
Howard Dean, Secretary of  State Dr. 
Condoleezza Rice, MK Isaac Herzog, 
Governor Phil Bredesen, Ari Sandel, 
Pnina Gaday and other esteemed 

The GA: So Many Jews, So Little Time
Doing the Write Thing in Nashville

By Shari Geller
speakers addressed a room full of  Jews to 
talk about peace, the great work of  Jews 
in the US, integration of  young people 
into Jewish society, and opportunities 
for olim (immigrants) in Israel.

While we did not get to ask questions 
of  many 
of  the 
speakers who 
a d d r e s s e d 
the larger 
group, we 
had our own 
distinguished 
set of  visitors.  
At Do the 
Write Thing 
( D T W T ) , 
o t h e r 
i m p o r t a n t 
J e w s 

a d d r e s s e d 
a group of  

less than 40 Jewish undergrads and 
Hagshama staff.

These speakers addressed a variety 
of  issues and came from different 
backgrounds.  We met new olim 
(immigrants to Israel), 
members of  the Knesset 
(MK Isaac Herzog and 
MK Yoel Hasson), the 
leader of  Hagshama (Gael 
Grunewald), the Jewish 
Agency’s spokesman 
to the foreign press 
(Michael Jankelowitz), 
journalists from varying 
backgrounds (including 
a founding member of  
Leviathan Jewish Journal), 
the director of  the Jewish Agency for 
Israel/WZO (Ze’ev Bielski), and the list 
goes on.

Being a young Jewish journalist 

with few connections is very difficult.  
Leviathan can’t make phone calls 
to important people and expect 
responses, but at DTWT it was 
different.  Politicians and leaders came 
to us.  They wanted to talk to us and 
to answer our questions.  I feel that we 
were afforded a great degree of  respect 
by our speakers, this is partly because 
much of  the focus of  the GA was on 
the relationship between different 
generations of  Jews.  Younger Jews 
are being excluded because the way 
we receive information and the way 
that we give of  our money and time is 
different from someone who is older.

I would have expected older people 
to ignore what was being said, but  
the topics of  discussion were actually 
embraced by many who want to see 
continued success for Jews and want to 
be more involved  but feel excluded.

At DTWT we weren’t excluded.  
We asked hard questions and we 
got to learn about the relationship 
between journalists and politicians and 
spokespeople.  Michael Jankelowitz, 
liaison to the foreign press for the Jewish 

Agency, spoke to 
us about informal 
c o nve r s a t i o n s 
and formal 
conver sat ions.  
MK Yoel Hasson 
was so candid 
with us that 
people chased 
him down after 
his talk to ask him 
more questions.

MK Yoel 
Hasson is a member of  the Kadima 
party who serves many roles within 
the Knesset and in other ways.  He 
spoke with a sort of  realism that is 

“Israel can 
accomodate 
hundreds of 
thousands!  

Let that be our 
problem!” -MK 
Isaac Herzog

Condoleezza Rice explaining that unwarranted 
wars are a bad thing.  Has she ever heard of  

Iraq?
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rarely seen in politicians.  Although I 
do not completely agree with his vision, 
I learned more about the varying 
opinions of  Israelis and about the future 
of  Israeli-Palestinian relations.

According to MK Hasson, the most 
important factor right now in being 
able to hand over control of  the West 
Bank to the Palestinians is the issue of  
whether or not “whoever takes the keys 
can control the West Bank.”  Which 
can be seen from the Gaza pull-out.

He also shares in the world-wide 
concern over Iran’s nuclear program 
saying that, “If  Iran has a nuclear 
weapon Israel will be the first target, 
but not the last… Europe will be next.”  
This is a fairly common sentiment, 
that Europe and the US can’t ignore 
problems and write them off  as 
belonging to another country.

Among other things, Hasson is a 
proponent of  people making more 
Jewish babies, he is against the war with 
Iraq and he believes that a two-state 
solution is forthcoming.  He describes 
his country as “an amazing place in a 
really bad neighborhood.”

We also met with MK Isaac Herzog, 
who is the Minister for Social Affairs and 
the Diaspora.  
He has held 
a variety of  
posts in Israel.  
His father 
is Chaim 
Herzog, a very 
i m p o r t a n t 
figure in the 
history of  
the State of  
Israel.

In his 
p a s s i o n a t e 
address he 
discussed the 
issues of  rising 
anti-Semitism, 
aliyah (Jewish immigration to Israel), 
social problems in Israel and the need 

for a continuation of  the Jewish people.  
It was interesting to hear him speak 
because he has a positive outlook when 
it comes to the future of  Jews and Israel.  
When talking about integrating new 
olim, he says “Israel 
can accommodate 
hundreds of  
thousands!  Let that 
be our problem!”  
He also calls this 
the “Golden Age of  
American Jewry” and says that “We are 
strong and fearless.”

From the American perspective 
we saw Condoleezza Rice who spoke 
about a possible withdrawal from the 
West Bank and made speculations 
about Israel’s willingness to give land 
for a Palestinian State.  From where I 
sat (with my fellow students) it seemed 
as though Condoleezza Rice did not 
receive the same enthusiasm as many of  
the other speakers (especially Howard 
Dean).

Howard Dean spoke very positively 
about peace and about Jews.  This served 
as a reminder of  the fact that being 
liberal does not have to mean being anti-
Israel.  Many Jewish people are liberal 

and support 
Israel.  It 
was also a 
r e m i n d e r 
of  the fact 
that the 
Democratic 
P a r t y 
believes that 
Israel has a 
right to exist, 
it is not a 
conservative 
or right-wing 
value.

Although 
these speeches 
were the biggest 

component of  the conference, outside 
of  them I met a plethora of  great Jews 

from all over the country.  We spent a 
lot of  time getting lost in the massive 
hotel, I didn’t go outside for 36 hours 
and didn’t even realize it.  We also 
learned about the issues that other 

Jewish journalists 
tackle using their 
publications, some 
of  which were 
Jewish and some 
of  which were not.  
The most unifying 

factor was the idea that everybody deals 
with questions of  Jewish identity on 
campus and with anti-Israel sentiment.  
I only wish that there was more time 
to discuss what everybody does about 
it – how they promote Jewish history, 
culture and religion and how they 
respond to the issues involving Israel 
on campus.

The final question is: What will I 
take from this other than free pens and 
pins from Jewish organizations and 
a reminder that I don’t like country 
music?

Overall I feel like Leviathan Jewish 
Journal is not alone.  We do the same 
type of  work that is carried out nation-
wide at universities by Jewish students.    
I have been given an opportunity to 
learn directly from individuals who 
I would normally only read about.  
My pool of  knowledge is deeper and 
more diverse because of  this.  I would 
highly recommend DTWT as a place 
for Jewish journalists to learn and to 
network.

Finally, I would like to give a shout 
out to my friend Nick who accompanied 
me on this journey at the GA and also 
to my many new friends (facebook 
friends!) who I am sure will do amazing 
things in journalism and otherwise.  
And, lastly, todah rabah (thank you) to 
Hagshama and the WZO and also, to 
YJ Impact! who made it possible for me 
to attend the conference.

Being liberal does 
not have to mean 
being anti-Israel.

West Bank Story director Ari Sandel tells a packed 
room about the similarities between the Israeli and 

Palestinian reaction to his film.
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I feel most like myself  in Israel, 
a country where it is considered 
“normal” to be blunt, straight-forward, 
and confrontational. In Israel, you 
won’t find a person putting on a smile 
to cover up how they really feel inside. 
In Israel, when 
someone smiles, I 
know it’s genuine. 

I have seen the 
negative aspects 
of  this genuine 
society portrayed 
in Jerusalem. I feel the most judged 
for my beliefs in this holy city. I come 
to a city which I am supposed to feel 
connected to, but leave with a sour taste 
in my mouth because of  the cold stares 
and whispers behind my back. Why? 
Because I don’t practice Judaism like 
they do. 

My orthodox uncle decided to 
become more religious shortly after 
his brother woke up from a two-week 
coma. When I visit him in Jerusalem, 
I have to wear a long skirt and cover 
my elbows and pretty much fool the 
whole neighborhood into thinking  that 
I am orthodox. Otherwise, how will my 
uncle look in the eyes of  his neighbors? 
He wants to be accepted by them. I 
don’t question it out of  respect for my 
uncle. But I feel that if  I’m Jewish (and 
a good person) I should be accepted by 
my fellow Jews no matter what. 

Rabbi Shlomie Chein of  the UCSC 
Chabad Student Center pointed out to 
me that me dressing differently in my 
uncle’s community is “not about [me] 
accepting his rituals or him not accepting 

[my] rituals. Its just a standard to the 
community he wants [me] to respect 
versus accept.” That being said, I agree 
with Shlomie- that yes, it’s about respect. 
But where’s the returned respect? I do 
respect the orthodox community. I 

accept that they 
have different 
ideologies than I 
do. So why can’t 
they do the same 
for me?

My uncle does 
not accept the type of  Jew I am (not 
orthodox). Just because I do not agree 
with the way he practices Judaism, 
I am already a bad Jew in his eyes. It 
fascinates me that he lectures me on 
the importance of  being 
more religious because 
of  the anti-semitism that 
already exists in the world. 
What about Orthodox 
Jews who discriminate 
against reform Jews? I 
asked Rabbi Shlomie 
his thoughts about 
this, and he told me, 
“[Acceptance] is a big 
challenge in the Jewish 
world... it doesn’t 
mean you come to a 
compromise on your 
ideology, it just means you 
come to compromise on living together.” 
He brought up an interesting point: as 
Jews, “it is not new for us that we are 
very opinionated to the interpretation 
of  the torah and Talmudic law.” He 
pointed out that even the rabbis in the 

Talmud have different interpretations. 
As Rabbi Shlomie puts it, “We can only 
agree to disagree. We can only agree 
that despite our differences we’re going 
to live together.”

What message is being sent by 
the Orthodox Jews in Jersualem who 
make me feel unwelcome in their city? 
Is this what Judaism is about? Rabbi 
Shlomie looks at it differently. He told 
me that, “As much as the differences 
are emphasized and highlighted in 
Jerusalem, you can also see the unity. If  
you go to the western wall on a Friday 
night, you will see the greatest synogague 
in the world. Every type of  Jew prays 
there at the same time in their own 
words, own song, own style.” Shlomie 

has an interesting way 
of  looking at Jerusalem 
too, the flipside to my 
view. I can choose to 
see the negative or I 
can choose to see the 
positive. 

After telling Rabbi 
Shlomie about 
my experiences in 
Jerusalem, he told me 
that it’s very common 
for people to walk away 
with a negative outlook 
or a positive outlook. 

I wonder, how can we 
make it so that non-Jews walk away with 
a positive outlook? I want them to have 
a good experience because I want anti-
semitism to end. And more importantly, 
I especially want to be accepted by 
other Jews for my ideologies; I don’t 

By Michal Bick

“Every type of Jew prays 
there [the Wailing Wall] at 
the same time in their own 

words, own song, own style”

Jerusalem As a Battle 
Ground: 

Haredi Jews vs. the Rest of Us

An orthodox Jew ostracizes the 
secular Jews
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need them to agree, but I do need them 
to not judge me based on them.

As a Jew, each of  us is a constant 
representative of  our religion; is it really 
necessary to add to the anti-semitism in 
the world by showing that you do not 
accept others who are not like you? If  
we’re not willing to practice what we 
preach, how can we complain about 

the anti-semites walking among us? If  
you want people of  other religions to 
accept your difference in beliefs, start 
by accepting the difference in beliefs of  
your own people. 

I like the way Rabbbi Shlomie 
explained it: “The way to bring people 
together is to leave their ideologies 
behind. Why do we have to reach a 

common ground? I’ll believe what I 
believe, and you’ll believe what you 
believe, as long as it teaches us not to 

hate others.”

‘Optimistic but not naïve’ is how 
Karnit Goldwasser, wife of  kidnapped 
soldier Udi (Ehud) Goldwasser, described 
her opinion of  the prospects of  the 
return of  her husband and the other 
Israeli soldiers taken during the summer 
of  2006.  Udi was captured with Eldad 
Regev while 
the two were 
on reserve duty 
on the border 
with Lebanon.  
Karnit has 
been tirelessly engaging in a publicity 
campaign to provide solidarity for 
her husband and other captured 
soldiers including Eldad Regev and 
Gilad Shalit (Gilad was captured by 
Hamas, presumed to be in Gaza).  The 
campaign ran a World Solidarity Day 
on October 30th, in which university 
contingents from Brown, Irvine, 
Philadelphia, Stanford, Texas, UCSC, 
and Washington, D.C. participated in a 
live videoconference with Karnit.

The event and Karnit were somber, 
but astoundingly professional. The 
procession was directed at supporting 
her and encouraging her that we 
were prepared to call for the captured 
soldiers’ release.  The event did not 
include any political pitch or criticism. 

It was strictly a human rights issue and 
a call for the safe return of  these three 
Israelis.  

A question was posed by U. Texas, 
Austin as to what Karnit hoped Israel 
would do if  international pressure 
failed to release the hostages.  She 

responded confidently 
that ‘hopefully 
international pressure 
will not fail’ and that 
Hassan Nasrallah and 
Hezbollah (Hezbollah 

is the organization that captured 
Goldwasser and Regev, Nasrallah is 
the general secretary of  Hezbollah) are 
citizens of  Lebanon under Siniora (the 
Prime Minister of  Lebanon).  

In response to a question from the 
UCSC group (which included a few 
dozen students, staff  and faculty), 
she said that from the conflict she 
has developed a hope that everyone, 
including the Lebanese will put their 
trust in Siniora to resolve the situation.  
Her responses, and notably every 
reference to Hezbollah and Arab 
countries were positive and respectful.  
She was persistent in calling for 
cooperation and respect.  Karnit pointed 
out that kidnapping is an international 
issue, referencing Alan Johnston who 

was kidnapped in Gaza while working 
as the BBC correspondent there, and 
the countless kidnappings that occur 
in Iraq.  Her message is that the world 
must make clear that kidnapping is not 
an acceptable strategy for political or 
ideological gain 

Karnit expressed appreciation for 
all who were keeping Udi and the 
other kidnapped soldiers in mind.  She 
has been working with a government 
appointed official whose only task is to 
resolve Udi’s kidnapping, international 
Jewish organizations, and everything 
in between.  Everyone at the event was 
touched by her recognition.  There 
was a true feeling of  solidarity and 
compassion.  When asked to describe 
her relationship with the families of  the 
other kidnapped soldiers, Karnit noted 
the pluralism, responding that ‘we are 
all one big family’.
For more information on the 2006 kidnapping 
of  the soldiers, please visit: 
http://www.habanim.org/

Day of Solidarity
By Tobias Finkelstein

It was strictly a human 
rights issue and a call for 
the safe return of these 

three Israelis.  
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A Father So Far Away, Yet So Close
By David Jonas

My Baba (father in Farsi), for the 
most part, was conspicuously absent 
during my childhood years.  He spent 
most of  his time cheating, fighting with 
my mother, gambling, or hanging out 
with his other loser friends.  When I 
had turned 8 years old, it was decided 
that my parents were to be divorced.  It 
was a new concept to me, and I didn’t 
really understand at first, the fact that 
I wouldn’t be seeing my father around 
anymore.  My mother did a wonderful 
job raising me single-handedly as any 
other devoted mother would.  But, I 
have to admit, during my early teenage 
years, I missed him.  But I was unsure 
of  whether I missed him, or just a 
paternal figure. 

When I was around 15 years old, 
my mother and I decided it was a 
good time to give him a call and see 
how he was living.  He had told us that 
he missed us a lot, and that he was a 
changed man.  I didn’t think people 
could change, but he managed to 
impress me and my mother enough 
to be able to step into our house 
once again.  At this point, my mother 
and Baba had resolved most of  their 
problems and became friends again.  
My father would take me places, come 
to the house, talk to my mother; it 
seemed like a uniform relationship 
between my Baba and I.   

My junior year of  high school was 
definitely a difficult year; my mother 
had cancer and my father was doing 
the best he could to support her, as 
well as me.  I was starring in my high 
school musical that year, and exactly 
one week before the show, my father 
bought his ticket, and was ready to 
see his son perform for the first time.  
Showtime had come around and the 
first show had started.  My father was 
nowhere to be found.  Maybe he would 

come to the next show.  Maybe the next.  
Maybe the next.  The show was over for 
the year. My father was gone, his phone 
unanswered, just seemed to vanish. 

Weeks passed, even months, and no 
sign from my father.  I wasn’t scared 
though, I knew my father. He couldn’t 
just disappear like that.  After six months 
of  an unusual disappearance, I woke up 
one morning, looked at my phone, and 
there was a voicemail from an unknown 
number.  I checked the voicemail, and it 
was my father, crying on the phone that 
he was sorry, and that this was never 
meant to happen.  I didn’t understand 
what was happening.  I was happy to 
know that my father was alright, but 
I was unsure of  what had happened.  
Hearing him on the phone, was like 
listening to a little boy who was crying 
virulently with no purpose.  I ran to 
my mother, and told her that Baba just 
left me a message.  The first word she 
uttered was, “impossible”.  I made her 
listen to the voicemail, and while she was 
listening, I saw tears starting to trickle 
down her face and onto the phone.  
 There was something I didn’t know, 
and I wanted to find out then and there.  
My mother was hiding something from 
me and she had finally told me after she 
hung up the phone.  She explained to 
me that only a few weeks after my father 
disappeared, the FBI had called the 
house and told my mother that Baba was 
killed.  She explained to me that she did 
not want to ruin my future by telling me 
that my father was dead.  I was in utter 
shock, and all I felt was anger.  I started 
yelling at her, called my father and told 
him to immediately come to the house 
to settle this.  

My father arrived, and once I saw 
him, I didn’t recognize him.  He looked 
as if  he had aged 20 years in the past 
6 months.  His hair was beginning to 

gray, and his face beginning to sag.  We 
all sat down together, and my father 
began his story.  My father was born in 
Tehran, Iran, but in a very small sect 
where the Jews had settled.  He was a 
Jewish Persian man who grew up in Iran 
as well as Israel.  Therefore, he had an 
Israeli passport which, at that time, would 
allow him to transfer easily from country 
to country.  My father had a family back 
in Iran; his two brothers, his nieces and 
nephews (my cousins), and his daughter 
and granddaughter from his past 
marriage.  He wanted to leave; he wanted 
to get away from America a little bit; he 
explained to me that he just wanted to see 
his other family.  

He took a flight to Iran and when he 
arrived, his Israeli passport was reviewed.  
He, a Persian Jew, was suddenly taken 
in handcuffs to airport security.  He 
overheard the conversation of  two of  the 
Persian officers who were discussing what 
to do with him.  He had heard them say 
to each other, “What do we do with this 
Jew.”  Over the walkie talkie, a muffled 
voice commanded the officers to take 
him to jail because of  his Israeli passport.  
My father was held in a jail for 6 months, 
because he was a Jew.  Thankfully, he had 
been a famous singer in his younger years 
in both Israel and in Iran, and because 
of  that, they let him go.  If  he was an 
anonymous person, they told him that 
he would’ve of  been killed.  They let him 
know that he must change his passport, or 
he could never set foot in Iran again.   

Both my mother and I, jaws dropped, 
couldn’t imagine the suffering my Baba 
had gone through.  There was a moment 
of  silence, I believe, of  understanding 
what brought us all together at that 
moment.  At that moment, we had all 
loved each other deeply; at that moment, 
we forgot about the past.  And at that 
moment, we were once again, a family.
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Selected Works from Michal’s Limerick Library
By Michal Bick

He’s My Jew: 
The day that I met him I smiled 

And acted like a very small child 
But his face was so cute 
If you put him on mute 

And now when I’m with him it’s wild

My Sister Likes 
Having Babies:
She’s already on number four 

Her husband, he knows how to score 
Protection they don’t use 

It’s ok because they’re Jews 
And they might even have just one more

Dreidle:
My dreidle spins on the table 
To win one round I’m unable 

My latkas have vanished 
My family is famished 

And I don’t want to sleep in the 
stable

Falafel: 
It’s not everyday that I eat 

Falafel balls in pita with meat 
But whenever I do 
I chew and I chew 

And think: “Man, falafel balls are neat!”

Illustrations by Thea Bosselmann




